
Why Europe is 
changing and why 
resilience matters

Euralarm Industry Forum 2026

Paul van der Zanden | General Director Euralarm



Changing 
World  

Technology Political 

Demography Dependency   

9From risk to resilience: rethinking protection of Europe's critical infrastructure



Changing World is driving change in Europe  

• Strategic independence
• Economic independence
• Crisis preparedness
• Protection of democratic values
• Technological leadership
• Energy security
• Supply chain resilience
• Geopolitical relevance
• Social cohesion
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Changing Europe: Technology
• New technology 
• New Applications
• Increased Efficiency
• Integration 

Artificial 
Intelligence 

Cyber 
Security

New Sensing 
Technology 

Video & 
Thermal 

Remote 
Technology
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Changing Europe: Technology
Speed: 
• Global Technology Development 
• Legislation 
• Standardization 
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1990 – Technology – Standards – Legislation
2025 – Technology – Standards – Legislation  



Geopolitical changes :
• Energy dependency 
• Economy  
• Polarization  

Transport  Economic   Polarization    
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Demography changes :
• Changing Population
• Impact of Labor Force
• Time 

More Elderly   Lower Birth    Long time to fix    
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Energy Economy 

Social 
Cohesion 

Defense and 
Security  

European Resilience Framework 

Innovation & Technology 

European Action on Changing 
World:
• Increased Resilience
• Decreased Dependency
• Recovery 

• Energy Independence 
• Good working  Infrastructure

Are key for keeping society 
moving forwards   
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• Energy

• Transport 

• Healthcare

• Water

• ICT

• Finance

• …….

Definition Critical infrastructure
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Interconnection Critical Infrastructure 

Power Water Health Care 

Communication Transport 

• Interdependency of systems

• Cascade effects 

• Digital connectivity risks

• Supply chain knock-on 
impacts:

• Single points of failure

• Reduced recovery capacity

European  
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New ways  to impact your  Opponents?

17/06/2026

Economic 
Pressure

Tarif as a 
Weapon

Atack Critical 
Infrastructure

Drone 
Warfare

Cyber
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Protection of Critical Infrastructure 

• Prevention
• Protection 
• Monitoring
• Detection 
• Recovery 
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Fire In Critical Infrastructure 

Fire Safety :
• Prevention
• Detection
• Extinguishing
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Transformation: 
Protect People & Assets
Protect People, Assets & Resilience



Security In Critical Infrastructure 

Security:
• Prevention
• Detection
• Response 
• Recovery
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Transformation: 
Protect People & Assets
Protect People, Assets & 
Resilience
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What does this transformation mean?  



25

Thank You

Title presentation


	Euralarm �Industry Forum
	This presentation uses Slido
	Dianummer 3
	Program
	Program
	Opening & welcome
	Dianummer 7
	Why Europe is changing and why resilience matters
	Dianummer 9
	Changing World is driving change in Europe  
	Dianummer 11
	Dianummer 12
	Dianummer 13
	Dianummer 14
	Dianummer 15
	Dianummer 16
	European Resilience Framework 
	Definition Critical infrastructure 
	Interconnection Critical Infrastructure 
	New ways  to impact your  Opponents?
	Protection of Critical Infrastructure 
	Fire In Critical Infrastructure 
	Security In Critical Infrastructure 
	What does this transformation mean?  
	Thank You
	Dianummer 26
	From risk to resilience:�rethinking protection of Europe's critical infrastructure
	Dianummer 28
	Fire & Technology 
	Security  & Technology 
	Geo-Political 
	Demographics
	Resilience
	Think different 
	Change from silo to layered solutions
	Manage changing Risk landscape
	Focused key messages
	European  policy – Standards Context
	Euralarm perspective
	Key takeaways
	Key takeaways
	Thank you!
	Dianummer 43
	�Critical Infrastructure Security and Resilience:�Unlocking the Power of Public-Private Collaboration�
	The Reality of Risk: It’s Already Here
	The Reality of Risk: It’s Already Here
	The Reality of Risk: It’s Already Here
	The Reality of Risk: It’s Already Here
	Threat
	The Case for Collaboration
	The Case for Collaboration
	Drones aka UAS
	Drones aka UAS
	Drones aka UAS
	Artificial Intelligence
	Artificial Intelligence
	Artificial Intelligence
	Data Exchange MARCs / PSAPs
	Data Exchange MARCs / PSAPs
	What Collaboration Enables
	Bad practice n°1– Power plant
	Bad practice n°2 – Terrorist attack at Airport
	Good Practice n°1 – Seaport fighting criminal infiltration
	Good Practice n°2: Airport
	From Patchwork to System
	Standards�Link between legislation and operational excellence
	“We cannot solve our problems with the same level of thinking that created them”�Albert Einstein
	Mindset
	Success Factors
	A Shared Future
	�Let’s build trust before it is tested.�Let’s shape resilience before we need it.�
	Thank you!
	Dianummer 73
	Networking break
	Program
	Opening & welcome
	Europe’s demographic challenge and the future of independent living
	Europe is getting older
	The dependency challenge
	Healthcare systems under pressure
	The workforce crisis
	Most people want to stay at home
	Growing needs, fewer caregivers
	Dianummer 84
	Technologies enabling independent living
	The link to fire safety and security industry
	Examples from Europe
	Looking ahead: from reactive to proactive care
	Can AI help Europe cope with demographic change?
	Key challenges
	Conclusion
	Thank you!
	Dianummer 93
	Alarm to Service�� Assisted Living & Home Care�
	Demographic Change
	Demographic Change
	Needs of different stakeholders: Technologies
	Technologies, big opportunity
	Model Assisted Living
	Home Care
	ECO System
	ECO System
	Risk
	Thank you!
	Dianummer 105
	How to make it work 
	Introduction to social  alarming and assisted living
	Electronic fire safety and security industry context
	Existing Technologies and �Products Available Today
	Social Alarming Systems and Monitoring Services
	Assisted living through smart home integration
	Role of Smartphones and Mobile Applications
	Voice Assistants, Robots �and Social Interaction
	Standards and Interoperability
	Cybersecurity Requirements for �Connected Safety Systems
	Accessibility and Inclusive �Design Obligations
	Privacy and Data Protection Rules
	Reliability and performance expectations
	Regulation as a Driver of �Trust and Market Development
	Cross-border differences in Europe
	Making it work: �Integration, cooperation and future outlook
	Thank you!
	Dianummer 123
	Panel discussion
	Conclusions & takeaways
	Presidents Dinner
	Thank you



